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Nothing is impossible. It was a remarkable
success that our school had implemented a
musical programme in the 2021/22 school
year and around 30 students were trained
to perform two plays, To Love and To be
Loved and Cyber Court, in Ngau Chi Wan
Civic Centre in September 2022.

Many of the student performers wished
to replicate last year’s triumph. After a
series of English Musical Training courses
being introduced to junior forms, about
20 students passed the audition and were
selected to train for the plays in the summer.
Together with 20 experienced old boys and
girls, all these performers move to the next
stage to practise and they successfully
created another marvellous shows in Ngau
Chi Wan again this September.

[t was never easy for schools to organise
activities under the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the light of the unprecedented special
holiday in March and April, the training
schedule was affected. Therefore, all of the
students who passed the audition had to
practice after school in June and July. The
training became more intense after the two-
week summer holiday commenced. Many of
them had to sacrifice their precious summer
holiday. Yet, it was worth sacrificing.

To Love or To be Loved

‘I was extremely excited when | knew
| passed the audition. Since | have the
experience of last year’s musical, | knew |
have to keep the passion on and do it even
better than last year,” said Minnie Chan, a
S4 girl.

characteréo% To Love or To Be Loved

On the first week of the training, tutors
assigned characters and started to teach
the three different dance choreographies.
Even experienced dancers like Minnie found
it challenge, let alone those who don’t have
a foundation of dancing.

One of the tutors, Cyrus, was about to
break down because the dance of the
students was still not synchronous the week
before the show. However, students still
got many lines to remember. More severely,
two of the performers got infected with
COVID-19. The team had to replace them
with Cyrus and English teacher Mr. Li.

Cyber Court

Another play is called Cyber Court. Many of
the actors and actresses of this play were
newly joined junior form students. They had
no experience performing on the stage.

charaoters of Cyber Court.

‘Once we all have passed the audition,
our tutors showed us the choreography
by dancing so gracefully and powerfully. It
was hard to imitate, but it was an amazing
experience though,” commented Vivian
Lo, another S4 girl who joined the
musical for the second time.

Apart from dancing, the play also
required character to sing. A S1 girl
called Zoe Lin recounted that she was
afraid of messing up her parts. She
thought it could be embarrassing and
audience would laugh at her. Thanks to
experienced performers like Vivian, Zoe
was confident and ready to shine on the
stage with her comrades.

Yet, unfortunate incident did not just happen
on the To Loved or To be Loved side. One
of the main characters got infected with
COVID-19 either on Cyber Court side.
Becky Guan, another S1 member of the
play, substituted her friend’s place and
memorize all the lines and steps of hers.
Although she thought it was tough, she was
willing to challenge herself. She was grateful
to have this opportunity to learn more acting
skills and English.

Despite incidents, the show was simply
smooth. The performance met with loud
applause from teachers, schoolmates and
parents. Some English teachers even felt
touched as they could not have believed
some of their students spoke, or even
rapped, fluent English. All credits must go to
the tutors. Without them, the show would
not have been this perfect. Vivian recounted
that the night before the show, she felt
panicked over the harmony part of the
songs, which were just added that morning.
She texted her tutor, Cally, and asked if she
could help practise once again. ‘No need
to worry, trust yourself, and rest well.” The
message gave her huge confidence.

The beautiful moment of students hugging
one another and audience chanting ‘good
show’ after the plays appeared again in
Ngau Chi Wan. Perhaps the remark of a S5
girl, Joyce Wong, could best summarise
this demanding yet pleasant journey — we
all had a better relationship with the tutors
and our partners. Most importantly, we have
experienced youthfulness.
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